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Chinese Studies Program 

DePaul University 

Course Descriptions Spring 2016 

 

Chinese Language Courses: 

CHN 103-301  Beginning Chinese III   Rath     MW 11:20-12:50 & Online Practicum 

CHN 103-302  Beginning Chinese III   Rath     TTh 11:20-12:50 & Online Practicum 

CHN 106-301  Intermediate Chinese III  Guan     MW 11:20-12:50 & Online Practicum 

CHN 106-901  Intermediate Chinese III Jin  Online learning & W 5:30-7:30PM  

CHN 203-301  Advanced Chinese III  Wang    MW 1:00-2:30 

CHN 370-301  Chinese Culture through  Jin   MW 2:40-4:10 

Film *         

CHN 397/497  “Jianghu”and Chinese  Wang   TTh 1:00-2:30 

Society *  

 

*CHN370-301 also fulfills the Arts and Literature (AL) liberal studies domain requirement.  

*CHN397/497 is a new intensive Chinese reading and writing course exclusively for superior-level 

undergraduate or graduate students. If you are a regular 4
th

-year Chinese language student, consider 

taking CHN370 instead. Here is the description of the course:  

 

CHN397/497 “江湖”和中国社会 

It was said the secrets of Chinese folk society is hiding in the great novel—Water Margin《水浒传》, 

one of the four great Chinese classic masterpieces. Not only that, the local rebel heroes and 

adventurers in the book claimed the loyalty to the emperor, hated corrupt officials, killed the wicked 

guys, fought with the country’s enemies, and shared the moral principles with the government. They 

were really the images of the governor in the distorting mirror. In fact, the people is the water of the 

rivers and lakes, and the heroes at nearly all different classes should have much more rights to 

represent Chinese society than the higher ranked officials and scholars working at the center or 

enjoying retirement in the mountains and forests. This course will focus on the Water Margin and 

choose several figures and their stories to discuss and understand the Chinese society. The course is 

for advanced-level Chinese language students who are interested in both traditional and 

contemporary Chinese society and are willing to enrich their intercultural comparative views.   

 

Chinese Studies Courses: The courses below count as content courses toward a Chinese Studies 

Major or Minor. 

 

CMN 398/PRAD 393 Advertising and Social Media in China  

Chu   (This course has a special schedule and is only open to students enrolled in the 2016 Shanghai 

Summer Intensive Language Program) 

This course is designed to discuss advertising and social media in a global context.  Students will 

gain a general overview of advertising and the processes used to make it effective in growing brands. 

Meanwhile, social media have become one of the most popular online communication venues in the 

U.S. and China, attracting millions of Internet users. Yet the notion of social networking may take on 

a localized form, reflecting the unique culture of the locality. This course will discuss how global 

advertisers could use social media to target American and Chinese consumers. As a pre-departure 

course for the study abroad program, the class will meet 4 times in spring quarter, and have 2 onsite 

seminars followed with group discussions while in Shanghai.  
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HAA 115 Asian Art      

Hansman  MW  11:20-12:50    

An introduction to major developments of art and architecture across Asia including South Asia, 

Southeast Asia, the Himalayas, and East Asia.  This course examines not only painting, sculpture, 

and architecture, but also gardens, ceramics, and prints.  Special emphasis will be placed on religious 

arts of Buddhism and Hinduism, along with landscape and figural painting of China and Japan. 

 

This course also fulfills the Arts and Literature (AL) liberal studies domain requirement. 

 

HST 233 The Rise of Modern China 

Yokota  Th  5:45-9:00  (LOOP) 

This course examines the history of Chinese civilization from the 18th century to the present. We will 

survey the height of the authority of the Qing Imperial government, its dissolution in the 19th century, 

and the creation of a revolutionary China in the 20th century. Topics include the Opium War and 

China's foreign relations, the introduction of Westernized technology and education, and the rise of 

Communism under the leadership of Mao Zedong. Also considers the ways in which our 

contemporary understanding of China is formed by recent developments in the media - Chinese news 

and film. 

 

This course also fulfills the Understand the Past (UP) liberal studies domain requirement.  

 

GEO 315-101 The State and Economic Growth in East Asia 

Sioh TTH 2:40-4:10  

A survey course focused upon key geographical factors contributing to the emergence of Japan as an 

international economic leader, and the rapid development of the People's Republic of China, Taiwan, 

Hong Kong, and South Korea, among others, as global economic players. 

 

MOL248 Chinese Calligraphy 

Xu  F 10:00-1:15  

An introduction to the art of Chinese calligraphy.  Hands-on practice as well as history and theory of 

the art.  This course is open to students with no background in Chinese calligraphy, language, 

literature, or culture. 

 

This course fulfills the Arts and Literature requirement.  

 

PHL 287  Introduction to Asian Philosophy 

Turner  MW 1:00-2:30 

What must we do in order to live a good life? In this class, we will examine this question through our 

study of Asian philosophy. In particular, we will ask -- do we have a duty to serve society? what is 

the relationship among desire, happiness, knowledge and virtue? what is the relationship among the 

human, the divine, and the world? While this class will be an introduction, it will not be primarily a 

survey. Rather we will examine and discuss several texts in depth, representing four of the 

philosophical traditions in South and East Asia -- Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Daoism. 

The objectives of the course are to gain an understanding of Asian philosophy while exploring some 

of our own philosophical questions about the purpose and meaning of life.   

 

This course also fulfills the Philosophical Inquiry (PI) liberal studies domain requirement. 
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REL 143-102  The Buddhist Experience 

Cedzich TTh  09:40-11:10 am 

An introduction to Buddhism. Topics to be explored (among others): Core Buddhist Doctrines; 

Buddhist Practices; Theravada vs. Mahayana Buddhism; the Pure Land, Zen, and Vajrayana 

traditions of Mahayana Buddhism; Contemporary Buddhism in Asia & the West (USA).  

 

This course also fulfills the Religious Dimensions (RD) liberal studies domain requirement. 

 

Liberal Studies Domains: Remember that if you will minor in Chinese Studies or if Chinese Studies 

is your secondary major, then you can count courses toward both Chinese Studies and the Liberal 

Studies Domains.  In the fall quarter, we have courses in the following domains: 

 Arts and Literature (AL): CHN 370/470, HAA 215, MOL 248 

 Philosophical Inquiry (PI): PHL 287 

 Religious Dimensions (RD): REL143 

 Understand the Past (UP): HST 233 

 


